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A.    I have several such letters. Hitherto I have ig-
nored them. But now I see that the news has gone through
a revised and enlarged edition in the Hindu Mahasabha.
An angry correspondent threatens that persons like him
will begin to believe what has been stated so authoritatively.
For the sake of my reputation,  therefore, I must answer
the question. But my correspondents should know that life
for me would be a burden, if I were to maie it a point of
controverting every false   report about me or distortion
of my writing. A reputation that requires such a mud wall
of protection is not worth keeping- So far as the charge of
my intriguing with the Amir is concerned I can say that
there is no truth whatsoever in it. Further, I know that the
Brothers stoutly denied the charge when it was brought to
their notice. And I believed them implicitly. I do not re-
member having drafted any telegram on behalf of Maulana
Mahomed Ali to the then Amir. The alleged telegram is
harmless in itself and does not warrant the    deduction
drawn from it. The late Swamiji never referred the matter
to me for confirmation. It is wrong to say anything against
dead men unless one has positive proof and stating it is rele-
vant. The romance has been woven round my writings in
Toung India.*  Deductions  drawn from  them are wholly
unjustified. I would not be guilty of inviting any power to
invade India for the purpose of expelling the English. For
one thing, it would be contrary to my creed of non-vio-
lence. For another, I have too great a respect Tor English
bravery and arms to think that an invasion of India can
be successful without a strong combination   of different
powers. In any case, I have no desire to substitute British
rule with any other foreign rule. I want   unadulterated
Home Rule, however inferior in quality it may be. My posi-
tion remains today what it was when I wrote the Toung India
paragraphs now sought to be used against me. Let me further
remind the readers that I do not believe in secret methods.
As for Sindh my advice stands- Re-incorporation of
Sindh in the Bombay province may or may not be a good
proposition on other grounds, but certainly it is not for the
♦Chapters 3 to 6 (pp. 8-17) in this book.

